
   
 

   
 

 

2021 FRIENDS OF KANANASKIS COUNTRY TRAIL REPORT 
 

Despite the extended periods of hot temperatures and smoky skies, along with the ongoing 

Covid-19 situation continuing to factor in to the planning and operations of our 2021 trail care 

season, we nonetheless saw a record number of volunteers and volunteer hours dedicated to 

the stewardship of Kananaskis Country. 

 
 

We are grateful for the partnership and support of Alberta Environment and Parks to help us to 

continue to offer meaningful opportunities for volunteers to give back to Kananaskis Country 

and are pleased to share some highlights and stats from our 2021 trail events on Alberta Parks 

trails and sites and in the Kananaskis and Sibbald Public Land Use Zones. 
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BOW VALLEY PROVINCIAL PARK  

Our sessions in Bow Valley Provincial Park focused mainly on brushing and pruning the trail 

corridors to improve sightlines and the trail user experience, along with some minor trail tread 

and drainage fixes. Several of these trails had not seen any work in a few years. 

 

Bow River Trail      1.5 sessions | 11 volunteers | 54 hours 

 
Bow Valley Paved Bike Trail              2.5 sessions | 22 volunteers | 117 hours  

 
Flowing Water Trail       1 session | 5 volunteers | 30 hours 
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Many Springs Trail       1 session | 5 volunteers | 28.75 hours 

 
BOW VALLEY WILDLAND PROVINCIAL PARK  

Cloudline Trail Build       4 sessions | 32 volunteers | 188.5 hours 

FKC volunteers finished out the trail season with a few sessions on the new Cloudline Trail, 

helping with trail tread finishing work, and also assisting AEP trails crew with flagging and input 

on alignment of this long-anticipated eastern extension of the popular Highline Trail. We look 

forward to continuing on this project in 2022 and beyond and anticipate volunteers being 

needed for a few sections of hand-building, as well as the ongoing finishing tread work 

following the initial machine-built sections being put in. 

 

Montane Traverse Trail      14 sessions | 123 volunteers | 436.5 hours 

This was one of our most popular ongoing trail events in 2021, in partnership with the Canmore 

& Area Mountain Bike Association (CAMBA). Working from the southeast end of the trail, we 

fixed some drainage issues at a bridge crossing, completed several new switchbacks on the 

climb paralleling the golf course, undertook general tread and drainage fixes along the entire 

trail, and finally the completion of a new section of trail to bypass a highly-eroded downhill. 
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Razor's Edge Trail       3 sessions | 32 volunteers | 224 hours 

Having completed the new Connector trail segment in the Fall of 2020, we revisited some 

sections of the upper ‘original’ Razor’s Edge trail and worked on tread improvement, mitigating 

hazard roots and rocks, and bolstering sections of high erosion to have a more sustainable and 

safer trail experience. We partnered with CAMBA for these sessions. 

 

CANMORE NORDIC CENTRE PROVINCIAL PARK 

General Maintenance     3 sessions | 9 volunteers | 37 hours 

General maintenance is an ongoing annual trail activity to address drainage, trail alignment, 

tread repair and some minor re-routes on key trails (EKG, Odyssey). 2021 summer was 

exceptionally hot with low precipitation. These conditions made it difficult to carry out 

maintenance repairs, resulting in less trail maintenance activity than anticipated. This will be a 

high priority in spring 2022. 

 

Grassi Lakes Trail Maintenance     1 session | 5 volunteers | 32.5 hours 

Supported AEP trails crew with finishing work on the improved Grassi Lakes sigletrack trail, 

including hand tool work (snipping roots and raking, and moving rocks and trees around for 

reclamation). 
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Grassi Lakes Interpretive Signs 

Over the last six years, FKC has raised funds to replace outdated interpretive signs in Kananaskis 

Country. In partnership with Alberta Parks, new signs have been installed at Heart Creek, 

Beaver Flats, Rawson Lake, and now Grassi Lakes. The new Grassi Lakes signs highlight the 

history of the area: an ancient landscape shaped by coral reefs, a trail built by Lawrence Grassi 

around 1950, and the TransAlta penstock built in 1948. New signs at Elbow Falls have been 

produced and will be installed in spring 2022. 

 

 
 

Iliad Trail Build      12 sessions | 124 volunteers | 404.75 hours 

FKC continued its work on the new Iliad singletrack trail, with flagging work to finalize the trail 

alignment and brushing approximately 1.5 km of the trail corridor in preparation for 2022 

construction. Minor touch ups were done on the 2020 build and approximately 300 m of new 

trail was built. These sessions were in partnership with CAMBA to engage a broader segment of 

volunteers, and we also hosted numerous group sessions for local businesses and bike groups, 

with many participants sharing positive feedback on their contribution to a ‘new’ trail. 
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Ski Trail Brushing       9 sessions | 62 volunteers | 322.25 hours 

In response to volunteer feedback collected in our 2019 season-end survey, we once again 

worked with the Canmore Nordic Centre trails team to coordinate ski trail brushing sessions. 

We completed 5.5 km of trail to support the ongoing need for this type of summer 

maintenance to enhance winter ski trail grooming, snow capture and trail user experience.  

 
Chandra Crawford Warming Hut  

Under the leadership of Neil Robinson, the warming hut received volunteer attention with 

painting, cleaning, propane refill, and prepping for the 2021/2022 winter. The FKC partnership 

with the Warming Hut Committee continues to enable good stewardship and financial 

management. 

 

ELBOW-SHEEP WILDLAND PROVINCIAL PARK 

Baldy Pass Trail      1 session | 8 volunteers | 48 hours 

This trail was affected by the 2013 floods. The crew blocked unnecessary braided trail segments 

with boulders and brush at 5 locations, created ‘boulder lines’ to clearly direct hikers to best 

trail, re-built several cairns to make route obvious, and removed loose hazard rocks from the 

tread. The trail corridor was brushed to re-widen the passage and improve sightlines. 
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EVAN THOMAS PROVINCIAL RECREATION AREA 

Troll Falls Trail       2 sessions | 14 volunteers | 84 hours 

Assisted Parks trail crew with clearing out fallen trees and other debris from Marmot Creek, and 

helped with reclamation and decommissioning work for the numerous undesignated trails in 

the increasingly popular trail network around Troll Falls. 

 
 

PETER LOUGHEED PROVINCIAL PARK  

Boulton/Fox/Elk Trails      1 session | 3 volunteers | 21 hours 

Upper Kananaskis Lake      2 sessions | 6 volunteers | 39.75 hours 

Volunteer crews gave some TLC to the various bridges and boardwalks on trails in PLPP. The 

main work was to clean and sweep bridges and bridge decks, along with some general pruning 

and brushing of any trip hazards or encroaching vegetation.  
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Chester-Sawmill Winter Trails     2 sessions | 26 volunteers | 165.5 hours 

In March, FKC volunteers helped with the installation of new snowshoe trail blaze markers on 

the trails completed in 2020. In September, a crew assisted AB Parks staff to install signage, 

reclaim the lower section of the snowshoe trail, and brush the snowshoe trail from its "new 

start" to Chester Lake.  

 
High Rockies Trail       2 sessions | 11 volunteers | 57 hours 

Some much-needed rock and boulder removal on the open slopes north of the Buller Mountain 

access trail helped restore the width of the trail tread on one of the most iconic sections of the 

High Rockies. Volunteers also brushed and undertook minor tread and drainage fixes on the 

Sawmill to Black Prince section of the High Rockies. 
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HIGHWAY 40 CLEAN UP      1 sessions | 110 volunteers | 442 hours  

In partnership with Alberta Transportation, FKC led our annual Highway 40 Clean Up. 

Volunteers cleaned 50 km from the Stoney Nakoda Casino to Kananaskis Lakes turn off. 

KANANASKIS COUNTRY PUBLIC LAND USE ZONE 

 
Diamond-T Loop       2 sessions | 16 volunteers | 96 hours 

Work on Diamond-T included removal of deadfall and brushing the trail corridor to improve 

passage and sightlines, and drainage improvements for several medium-large mud puddles. We 

also completed a short reroute to bypass a water pool at the bottom of the 1 km hill (located at 

approx. 2 km from trailhead clockwise) and installed 8 ‘mud control grids’ being piloted as a 

mud mitigation. Looking ahead to next season, 3 boardwalks/bridges need to be built over 

some mud dips. 

 

Elbow Valley Trail       1 session | 8 volunteers | 48 hours 

FKC volunteers brushed the trail corridor to improve passage and sightlines from Powderface 
Day Use to Ings Mine. There is approximately 1 km of trail in the middle of section not 
completed in 2021 that we will finish in 2022. This trail is in overall good condition. 
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Jumpingpound Summit Trail     1 session | 8 volunteers | 56 hours 

Trail maintenance included tread and drainage fixes, clearing culverts, and brushing the trail 
corridor to improve passage and sightlines. 

 

Powderface Ridge Trail      1 session | 5 volunteers | 30 hours 

Work on Powderface focused on improved drainage and tread repair for approximately 700 m 
and we brushed the trail corridor to improve passage and sightlines. The first 1.5 km section 
from the trailhead is very eroded and perhaps beyond the scope of volunteers and hand tools, 
likely requiring a machine rebuild to improve alignment and sustainability.  
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SIBBALD PUBLIC LAND USE ZONE 
Sibbald Lake Area Trails      1 session | 7 volunteers | 42 hours 

Volunteers helped brush the trail corridor to improve passage and sightline on the Interpretive 
Trail. Suggested work for 2022 includes permanent wayfinding signage for this trail network, 
replacing the benches at the top of the Interpretive Trail, rebuilding approx. 200 m of the 
Interpretive Trail (between parking to Deer Ridge), and brushing the Sibbald Reforestation 
Interpretive Trail from the parking to Highway 68 and across to Sibbald Viewpoint trail. 

 

CONCLUSION 

FKC is pleased to report we fulfilled our 2021 approved Alberta Parks and Public Lands work 

plans, with the exception of a few trail projects. We are inspired by our volunteer’s dedication 

to help build and maintain recreational trails and to protect Kananaskis Country’s natural 

environment. These program impacts are helping improve public safety and access, enhancing 

community wellness and engagement, providing community economic benefits. New in 2022, 

we will be implementing our backcountry Trail Care program. This will leverage our ability to 

access trails beyond our current 4-5 km front country access, thus enhancing our capability to 

support Alberta Parks.  
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