
It is time we gave thanks. Do we do that enough? Nope.
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In this season of giving, we give...Thanks
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It is our annual tradition to take a moment at this time of year, when we all focus on our
families, and thank the people who make our Friends of Kananaskis family work. We



pause to say thank you to the members of our team and our world who helped us repair
and build trails, and who graced us with wisdom, insight, energy and enthusiasm.

We start this year by thanking Mother Nature, who favoured us with no torrential
rainstorms, and a summer that was perfect for hiking, mountain biking, climbing,
scrambling, horseback riding, kayaking, canoeing, camping, and all the other wonderful
activities that we get to do in Kananaskis Country. After the devastating floods of 2013, the
peaceful respite of a sunny July and August was wonderful. 

When it comes to people, we have to start with the staff of
Alberta Parks. The Friends operate in partnership with
Alberta Parks, providing manual labour, enthusiasm and
energy; without the Parks Staff, the Friends don't really have
much to do. We can start with Jeff Eamon, the Bow Valley
Trails Supervisor, James Cieslak, the PLPP Trails
Supervisor, and Kyle Jacobson, the Elbow District Trails Supervisor. Each one of these
folks have amazing trail crews, whom we also thank. The best way to meet some of the
crews and see what we do is to read about them here. We have worked a lot with Jeff and
James in the past, but this was our first year in a while that we have done consequential
work in the Elbow area, and we were glad to have been able to step up our support of
Kyle and Pat Ronald in the Elbow with a tools donation.

We also work closely with Michael Roycroft, Area Manager, and Aleks Macklem, Events
Supervisor at the Canmore Nordic Centre Provincial Park. Michael is a big supporter of
the Friends, and we are looking at ways to improve our help to the CNC in 2015.

This summer marked the first field season for Environment
& Sustainable Resource Development trail crews working
to repair designated trails in Public Use Land Zones that
were damaged by the 2013 flood. Here, we worked closely
with Dan Tatton, Recreational Stewardship Coordinator,
Central Region, Backcountry Trails Flood Rehabilitation
Project, ESRD and the various ESRD trail crew members.
 
Beyond the trail crews, we have had the privilege to have
Jeff Eamon and Kaylyn Airey from Parks sit on our Board and put up with us on a
regular basis. Each has brought us insight, wisdom and assistance, and our Board was
better for their presence.

Parks' Ecology staff has also been very supportive, including John Paczkowski (on-going
supplier of awesome wildlife camera images), Melanie Percy and Scott Jevons. We
developed a partnership with Cheryl Hojnowski, a Ph.D. candidate doing trail related
research with Parks Ecology, too. We (and you) should also thank Dave Hanna, Manager

http://www.kananaskis.org/news/meet-parks-trail-crew-staff/
http://www.kananaskis.org/news/nice-shiny-tools/


of Operations and Mark Storie, the Director of Kananaskis Country for Tourism, Parks
and Recreation. They, too, have been instrumental in helping us deliver support to you
and to Parks. 

The folks listed above are just the senior staff we work with. There are numerous other full
time and seasonal ESRD and Parks staff who helped out too, supervising or supporting
our volunteer work parties, including Conservation Officers and others; it's such a long list
I'm not sure we even have all their names. We give thanks to all of these hard working,
under-recognized folks from Alberta Parks, every one of who labours tirelessly to keep our
Parks wonderful.
 
We have to thank our incredible corporate supporters and donors, the list of which is long:

The Calgary Foundation, who has become one of
our most significant sponsors. They have provided
us with 4 years of funding to assist in flood damaged
trail recovery, funding to assist in Cheryl's trail
research, and we are working with them on several
other opportunities;
The Patagonia
Stores in Calgary &
Banff, who, in
addition to being our
Trail Care Title
Sponsor in 2014, and providing clothing for Crew Leaders and Board members to
identify themselves while at Friends events, also held several clothing sales with
proceeds coming to us, and provided some recognition award items for trail care
volunteers. Thanks especially to Neda Jansen;
The Banff Community Foundation, who selected us as a
recipient of a major grant to restore flood damage, and recognize
the efforts of the volunteers we work with. We especially wanted to
thank Lorraine Widmer-Carson and BCF Chair Bill Fisher;
The Town of Canmore, who provided support to assist with the
rebuilding of interpretive trail signage at the Heart Creek Trail in support of
Canmore tourism. This money was instrumental in kick-
starting a larger conversation with Parks that led to a plan
we have developed to re-invent all of the interpretive trails
in K-Country. Thanks especially to Brenda Caston at the Town of Canmore;
Husky Energy who stepped forward with support to
Crew Leaders and Board members to attend events
we hold. We say thanks in particular to Wendy Coons, who helped us with getting
the program executed; 
Twenty4 Sports not only chose to partner with us for the trail work we do in the
Canmore Nordic Centre, but also provided us with a donation through their 1% For

http://www.thecalgaryfoundation.org/
http://www.patagoniaelements.ca/store/
http://www.banffcommunityfoundation.org/
http://www.canmore.ca/Municipal-Sustainability/
http://www.huskyenergy.com/socialresponsibility/communityinvestment/default.asp
http://www.24hoursofadrenalin.com/canmore/


The Planet participation. Since 1995, Twenty4
Sports has been hosting an amazing mountain bike
event, one of the largest in North America with over
1,600 participants. The Friends work directly with
Twenty4 Sports and CNC staff to build and maintain
the mountain bike trails used during the event. Thanks especially to Stuart
Dorland of Twenty4 Sports, and Aleks at the CNC
Various organizations and Clubs who support us, including Seniors Hiking and
Outdoor Club (Calgary), Kananaskis Improvement District, Spin Sisters,
Prairie Mountaineer Hikers, Cyclemeisters Calgary, Matrix Solutions, and
Delta Hotels.
Many companies have donation matching programs; two in particular we want to
recognize are the programs of Cenovus Energy and EnCana. In both companies,
Friends members donated to us, creating a matching grant from the company.
There's a long list of folks who provided us with donations. We thank them all, and
and urge you to see how long the list is on our website page recognizing our
individual donors.

On top of those donors, we also had numerous organizations stand up with donations of
products or services to either give away as recognition to our hardworking volunteers, or
as items we could use to fundraise with. These supporters included:

Donors to our Volunteer Recognition Event: Alpine Helicopters, Boston Pizza,
Canmore Caverns, Canmore Nordic Centre, Canmore Valhalla Pure Canmore
Store, Canmore Yoga Lounge, Coast Canmore Hotel, Delta Lodge at
Kananaskis, Éclair De Lune Bakery, Lazy Loaf and Kettle, Map Town, Mawer
Investment Management, Mount Engadine Lodge, Patagonia Elements
Calgary/Banff Stores, Rocky Mountain Soap Company, Switching Gear,
Theatre Calgary, Tim Horton, University of Calgary Outdoor Centre, Village
Brewery, Wild Rose Brewery, and WildSmart.

We have outstanding relationships with many of the local
trail associations and groups, such as Rocky Mountain
Ramblers, Seniors Outdoor Club, The U of C Outdoor
Center, the Bow Valley Mountain Bike Association and
we thank them for working closely with us. In particular, we
need to thank A.J. Stein, Eric Lloyd, Robert Sadee and
Bryce Hleucka of the Greater Bragg Creek Trails
Association. We work closely with many of these
associations in planning and delivering trail development

projects.

http://www.cenovus.com/
http://www.encana.com/sustainability/corporate/
http://www.kananaskis.org/how-to-help/donors/
http://braggcreektrails.org/


When it comes to energetic folks to thank, that
includes you. First, we have our long list of Trail Crew
Leaders. They plan their weeks around our trail care
projects, and work with Parks staff to merrily lead you on
our many projects. Without them, we have no projects.
These superstars include: Don Cockerton, Tim Giese,
Monty Gray, Jeff Gruttz, Ghulam Jamro, Darin
Langhorst, Terry Mullane, Alf Skrastins, Kevin Smith,
Crawford Smyth and Jorg Stuwe. The crew leaders received training from our friend,
Matt Hadley. Then we have the folks who do the work, swinging the pulaskis and driving
in the shovels. Thank You to the over 160 volunteers who came out to handle a Macleod
and do trail work in 2014.

We had several folks step up to assist on particular administrative
projects. Olga Sokalova is the continuing reason our website looks so
beautiful. We don't have to call on her very often, which speaks volumes
about how beautifully she built our website. Chesley Ryder has
continued to assist us with Graphic Design work, tweaking our beautiful
logo for various uses and translating it to various forms. And Dustin
Lynx of Lynx Computer Services has been providing us with some great IT Support.

Without you, the members of The Friends, none of our projects get done. There are 1,290
Friends members at last count -- literally more every day -- and every one of you deserves
our unending thanks.
 

In 2014, we bid a sad goodbye to our Program
Coordinator Rosemary Power, and welcomed Nancy
Ouimet to the role in July. Nancy has done an awesome
job of getting up to speed, and has been tightening up our
office procedures and driving our trail care work and
planning. It is a treat to have her in our office.

We also thank Joan Ford, our only other employee. Joan
came onboard in February as bookkeeper and office back

up, and stepped up to the plate to fill the role of interim Program Coordinator for a short
while between Rosemary & Nancy. Joan has been a wonderful anchor in our office since
her arrival. More on Joan below.

We have to say thanks to the founding members of our new Advisory Committee: James
Early, Don Cockerton and our newest member, Gillean Daffern. Each holds a special
place in their heart for Kananaskis, each has a long-standing commitment to supporting
the Friends, each provides deep knowledge of the importance of trails to K-Country
visitors. We are proud to have their input. See more on Gillean below, too.

http://www.chesleyryder.com/
http://www.lynxcomputers.ca/


 
And finally, it may sound a bit self serving, but The Board wants to thank all the present,
new and past members of... The Board of Directors of the Friends of Kananaskis. It
has been another year of change, of consolidation, of renewal, of accomplishment, of
(occasionally) long and challenging Board meetings. New folks joined us (Deb, Kevin,
Dave, Tony, Ed and Jamie, though Deb didn't stay long!), some long standing members
stepped down (Thy, Kim, James, Erica & Don), and others continued on as they have for
some time (Loralie, Manika, Kayla & Derek). Your Board members put in lots of hours to
make sure things run smoothly, and they each deserve a big thank you.

More Advisory Council Members announced
 
As noted above, the Friends are proud to welcome Gillean Daffern to the
Advisory Council of the Friends. The Friends is in the trails business, and
there are few who know Kananaskis Trails better than the author of the
Kananaskis Country Trails Guides. Over 100,000 copies of the previous
editions have been sold, and they have all be recently updated for the
new 4th Edition. Yes, Gillean personally walks all of the trails in her books.

Gillean has been writing and publishing bestselling trail guides to Kananaskis Country for
over 30 years, ever since the dawn of K Country in 1977. She was exploring the area well
before then, too, so she knows it intimately and in every season of the year. Gillean is the



founder of Rocky Mountain Books and, along with her husband, Tony, was awarded the
Banff Mountain Festival’s Summit of Excellence Award in 2006.
 

Back by Popular Demand...

The Winter 2013-2014 Speakers Series was a huge hit, and we will once again be hosting
a series of talks for our members and the general public in Calgary starting in late
January. Our speakers will focus on Kananaskis trails and other Kananaskis related topics
near and dear to our members hearts. Dates, times, speakers and locations are still being
arranged, so watch the Upcoming Events page of our website, plus our Facebook and
Twitter feeds for more info! 
 

A goodbye, and an opportunity...

Even though we love Joan Ford dearly, she has decided to actually retire, and so will be
leaving us effective February 1, 2015. Joan has plans for extensive travelling in 2015,
which sounds exciting, but we will miss her cheerfulness, disciplined bookkeeping, and
her able back-up of our Program Coordinators that she has provided for the last year with
us.

This creates an opportunity for you. We are looking for a Canmore-based, part time
bookkeeper and back-up office administrator. QuickBooks experience is essential, and it
would help if you had non-profit bookeeping experience; the rest we can teach you. It's a
small but important role in our organization. If you are interested, you can find a full
posting on the Kijiji Canmore site, or contact Kayla directly. Deadline for applications is
January 3.
 

One last thought...

It's also that time of year where we look at how we've given back over the year. Please
take a moment and consider helping us help Kananaskis trails into the future with a year-
end donation to the Friends. Just click here to go to our ATB Cares page where you can
make a tax-deductible donation for 2014 before the year runs out. Trails love Christmas
presents, too, and will thank you with awesome experiences in 2015 and beyond.
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